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E2SHB 2783 - S COWM AMD
By Commttee on Ways & Means

ADOPTED 03/ 07/ 2008

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that students are
accessing higher education differently than they have in previous
years. Rather than attending a single institution and attaining their
degree, many students now attend nmultiple institutions, sonetines
si mul t aneousl y.

The legislature also finds that |earning occurs throughout a
person's lifetime. Wether citizens need different training to change
careers or need further education for career advancenent, people exit
and reenter institutions of higher education nultiple tinmes and for
vari ous reasons.

The legislature also finds that current policies and practices do
not provide clear, consistent, easily accessible information to ease
transition in and anong the state's colleges and universities. Oten,
courses taken at sone career and technical schools as well as private
for-profit institutions are not accepted in transfer because these
schools are not accredited by a regional accrediting body. St udent s
often do not wunderstand that these courses are not transferrable.
Students nust retake courses once they have transferred into a
regionally accredited institution, costing the student additional tine
and noney.

Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to inprove statew de
communi cation and coordination of transfer and articulation policies
and practices. Students should be provided clear, consistent
information regarding the courses required for their degrees and how
t hose courses will be treated when a student noves between col | eges and
universities. This information should be communicated to students and
their famlies in one easily accessible place in a format that is
common anong all colleges and universities in the state.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The higher education coordinating board shall convene a work
group of representatives from the state board for comunity and
technical <colleges, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, the council of presidents, and two-year and four-year
institutions of higher education including students, to develop a |ist
of rights guaranteed to students who have earned a transfer associate
degree under the direct transfer agreenent. The work group nay be an
exi sting work group that addresses policy issues related to transitions
anong public and private institutions of higher education and may al so
i ncl ude representatives fromthe i ndependent coll eges of Washi ngton, as
well as the career and tribal coll eges.

(2) The list in subsection (1) of this section shall be known as
the transfer student bill of rights and shall include statenents of
institutional policy regarding transfer and articulation to assist
students who have earned a transfer associate degree in their acadenic
pl anning. The list shall include but is not limted to:

(a) Adm ssion to each public and private two-year and four-year
institution of higher education that participates in the direct
transfer agreenent;

(b) The nunber of credits that wll transfer;

(c) Academ c requirenents fulfilled by the degree at the receiving
institution;

(d) Acceptance of credit earned in dual enrollnment and accel erated
prograns such as advanced pl acenent, running start, and international
baccal aur eat e;

(e) Acceptance of credits earned at nonregionally accredited
institutions; and

(f) Advance know edge of selection criteria for limted access
progr amns.

(3) The work group shall determ ne which elenents in this section
are guaranteed to students entering a four-year institution of higher
educati on and which elenents differ based on adm ssion requirenents at
a specific institution or program The work group nust determn ne the
clearest manner in which to comunicate this information to students
and their famlies as part of the transfer student bill of rights.
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(4) The transfer student bill of rights shall be displayed
promnently in a user-friendly area of each institution's web site
Adm ssions offices, transfer planning offices, recruiting offices and
other relevant offices at public and private institutions of higher
education shall also nake the transfer student bill of rights available
to prospective and enrolled students. Public institutions of higher
education shall nmake the bill of rights available by Septenber 2009.
The transfer student bill of rights nmay also be used by private
institutions of higher education participating in direct transfer
agr eement s.

(5) For purposes of this section, "nonregionally accredited
institutions” neans only those institutions that are fully accredited
by a national accrediting agency recognized by the United States
departnent of educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 76 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The higher education coordinating board nmust convene a work
group including representatives fromthe state board for comunity and
technical colleges, the workforce training and education coordinating
board, the council of presidents, two-year institutions of higher
education, and four-year institutions of higher education to develop a
plan to nonitor the progress and success of transfer students. The
wor kgroup may be an existing work group that addresses policy issues
related to transitions across institutions of higher education.

(2) The plan shall contain data that neasures student progress
t hrough the higher education system that can be nonitored over tine.
This information shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) The nunber of students who indicate their intent to transfer at
the time of enrollnment and the percentage of those students who
actually transfer or earn an associate degree within three years;

(b) Educational outcones for students who declare their intent to
transfer, earn at least fifteen academc credits, and transfer within
three years;

(c) The percentage of students who earn their four-year degree
within three years of earning their associate degree;

(d) The average tine and credits to conpletion of an academc
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transfer degree including the direct transfer agreenent, the associate
of science-transfer, and all major related prograns; and

(e) The average grade point average for students who attain their
transfer associ ate degrees.

(3) The plan shall also include analysis regarding the barriers
that transfer students face in pursuit of their four-year degree and
recommendati ons to address those barriers.

(4) The higher education coordinating board, in collaboration with
the work group and the state board for comunity and technical
col l eges, shall report to the appropriate commttees of the |egislature
by January 2009, and thereafter on a tine schedule consistent wth
reporting related to nonitoring progress toward the higher education
coordi nati ng board nmaster plan goals.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Consistent with the statewi de strategic master plan for higher
education, the higher education coordinating board shall convene a work
group identified in section 2(1) of this act that shall recomrend the
best means to identify, at the time of regi stration, t he
transferability and applicability of community and technical college
courses to students' baccal aureate degree goals.

(2) Whether and to what extent each course published in an
institutional catalog is transferrable nust be identified in a manner
mut ual |y agreed upon by the two-year institutions of higher education
and four-year institutions of higher education.

(3) Institutions of higher education nmust publish this information
either on the internet, in physical course catal ogs, or by another
means identified by the work group that addresses the needs of students
W t hout access to the internet.

(4) The system of identification in this section shall be
i npl emrent ed by Sept enber 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) Consistent with the schedule and work
plans for inplenmentation of the strategic master plan for higher
education, the higher education coordinating board shall convene a work
group or assign an existing work group that includes broad
representation fromthe workforce training and education coordinating
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board, the state board for comunity and technical colleges,
institutions of higher education, the independent <colleges of
Washi ngton, the career and tribal colleges, the center for information
servi ces, student representatives from two-year and four-year
institutions of higher education, and the office of the superintendent
of public instruction to create a detailed plan for devel oping and
inplenmenting a statew de web-based academic planning tool. The
web- based academ ¢ pl anning tool would be used by current, prospective,
and returning students to plan their path from high school through the
attai nment of their higher education goals.

(2) The plan shall contain information including, but not limted
to:

(a) Functions that will be included in the web site;

(b) Options for developnment including, but not I|imted to:
Purchasing the entire system from a vendor; purchasing parts of the
system from a private vendor; building parts of the system wth
Washi ngton i nformati onal technol ogy resources; and building the entire
system wi th Washi ngton information technol ogy resources; and

(c) Costs associated with each of the options in this subsection.

(3) The higher education coordinating board shall report to the
appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 15, 2008. The
report shall include recomrendations on the nobst robust yet cost-
effective options for the web-based academ c pl anning tool.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
void."

E2SHB 2783 - S COWM AMD
By Commttee on Ways & Means

ADOPTED 03/ 07/ 2008

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "education;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "adding new sections to chapter
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28B. 10 RCW adding a new section to chapter
new sections."

~-- END ---
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